
3-8-23 Autism Meeting Minutes


The meeting was called to order by President Donna Nelson. Present were Donna Nelson, Jill 
Bross, her husband John, Mike and Sharon Scellick, Valerie Roberts, Tracy Thomas, and Kathy 
Hamlett.  Laura Jacobsen joined in via google meet.  Minutes, previously emailed to the group  
were approved.


Treasurers report:


Shelly received and deposited a $331 check from EDubs

We currently have $3886.27 in checking at Washington Trust Bank.

We also have $13,094.96 in our Columbia Basin Foundation account.


Jill reported that she is working on resource vendors and entertainment for the May 
Celebrating Autism Families event.  Although Jill is expecting many of her food expenses to be 
covered by donations, she is asking for a $600 budget from Autism Support Group of Grant 
County to cover advertising and other expenses. This does not include the banner she already 
purchased for her building. A motion was made, seconded and passed to allow a $600 budget 
for the May Celebrating Autism Families event.


The walk committee submitted their budget for the Autism walk in September 2023. The 
budget will remain the same as last year, $4000.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
allow a $4000 budget for the Autism walk this fall.


Mike Scellick reported on the needs for the repair of the Autism ribbon site. He has a bid of 
$2095.17 for painting of the ribbon, metal sign repair and replacement of vinyl words. A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to have the group go forward with the $2095.17 repair bill for 
this phase of the project.  Discussion afterwords included looking into CB tech and the Ephrata 
high school metal working department as possibilities for accessing further signage later.  The 
walk committee will research which sponsors will need to go on the 2022 puzzle piece.


Kathy, Sharon, and Valerie will review this year’s Ephrata applicants for the Autism scholarship.


A motion was made, seconded and passed to issue debit cards to the group’s officers - 
president, vice president, secretary, treasurer.  Further discussion included the possibility that 
future committee chairpersons could be issued debit cards, with limits, if that becomes 
necessary.


A motion was made, seconded and passed to have signers on the checking account include 
the president, vice president, secretary and treasurer.


There was discussion about our new website, developed by Donna, and the possibility of an 
upgrade. This website is already reaching out to Autism families, friends and professionals. The 
website would charge $32 a month for us to access an upgrade. Donna says that they 
sometimes have half price sales and it might be to our advantage to wait a month or so to see 
if that happens. Consensus was that we definitely want our website upgraded before the major 
walk advertisement phase begins.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to spend no 
more than $40 a month on our website upgrade.


Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Hamlett





